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From the president
It’s August already! Summer is flying by. Here at the

Glover Historical Society, we have had an eventful spring
and summer, with more events in the near future.

I’ll start with Glover Town Meeting and another
wonderful display of old local quilts. This was our third
opportunity to use beautiful quilts to enhance the

acoustics of the town hall. It’s just wonderful watch-
ing the faces of the townspeople as they enter the hall
in the morning, admiring all the quilts hanging from the
ceiling and around on the walls. We are always look-
ing for new old quilts to display that have a link to
Glover. Keep in touch if you have one to share.
Speaking of quilts, we have received some donations
this spring of family heirloom quilts: from the June
Cook Young family, a crazy quilt incorporating WRC
ribbons, made by June’s grandmother, Clara Fisher
Paquette of Glover, sometime after 1910; and from
the Ken Borland family, a Rose of Sharon quilt made
by Ruth Bean Wright of Glover, Ken’s great-great-
grandmother, and the wife of Elihu Wright.

On March 16 we hosted a showing of the Shirley
Barber collection, donated by her children, Ken and his
sister, Avis Barber Bailey. At least 16 people showed up
that afternoon at the town hall to look at scrapbooks,
photo albums, files of old papers, and textiles, including
a wedding dress and a christening dress. (See the col-
lage of photos taken at that event on page 4.)

Our acquisitions crew has been on the new com-
puter working out some bugs with the PastPerfect pro-
gram and we are up and running in an attempt to log our
inventory at the museum onto the computer.

At our April meeting we discussed and voted to
sponsor Glover Pioneer Day Camp under our Glover
Historical Society nonprofit umbrella. This was the fif-
teenth summer that the kids came to the old Parker
Settlement the last week of June to learn old time crafts
and skills, nature studies, cooking, trail work, archaeol-
ogy, and the stories of the early settlement. The theme
this year was the Hinman Settler Road which runs from
the Bailey Hazen Military Road at Caspian Lake in
Greensboro through Glover, Barton, Brownington and
Derby to Derby Line and points north. It was built in the
early 1790s by Timothy Hinman and was the only route
through the wilderness at the time. It is now becoming a
serious trail for hikers, mountain bikers, and horseback
riders. The campers installed trail boxes at the settle-
ment and at the West Glover Cemetery for passersby to
access the history of the site and to sign the guest book.
Joan Alexander came one day and gave the kids a his-
torical tour of the cemetery. State Wildlife Biologist
Cedric Alexander came another day to talk about the
animals that might be found along the trail and showed
us antlers, bones, skins, and tracks of bear, moose, deer
and other potential four-legged travelers along the trail.
Then we took a very long lunch hike into the Skunk
Hollow section of the Hinman Road. We found some

Betsy Day, Joan Alexander, Lois Barrows, Skip and Judy
Burrell and Randy Williams finish hanging the 3rd Annual
Town Meeting quilt show.
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old foundations and lots of animal tracks and signs. We
built forts, made rope, learned about herbs, played old
time games, and this year we included a music compo-
nent. Loraine Janowski taught the kids some camp songs
and even wrote a few, especially for us. The week cul-
minated in a barbecue and party with the families of the
campers and presentations. Thanks to the GHS for their
sponsorship. We are truly “grooming the next genera-
tion of Glover historians!” (See the photo collage on
the next page.)

July 30 was Glover Day and the historical society
had a great time visiting with old friends and new. We
did a lively business in book sales, sharing our knowl-
edge and interests with newcomers to town looking for
local history.

On August 4 Vermont Public Radio’s Vermont
Edition did a show on exciting local Vermont happenings
in the context of “staycations,” staying in Vermont and
vacationing locally. At the end of the show, our own Jack
Sumberg did a fabulous job of recounting the story of
Runaway Pond.

On August 10 Sue O’Brien gave a talk on the Abbott
Brothers, who worked in the Lowell Mills and then went
off to the Gold Rush. Old Stone House Day came next
on August 14. Then September is Archaeology Month,
sponsored by the Vermont Archaeological Society. The
Parker Settlement will again be open for visitors, offer-
ing both guided and self-guided tours. Our GHS meet-
ings are on the third Wednesday of the month in the
Glover Public Library. Our annual meeting will be held
in September.

We have two display cases now, one at the Glover
Community School during the school year, and the other
last winter at Currier’s Market and at the Town Clerk’s
office this summer. The exhibit changes regularly and
GHS members take turns putting it together. (See photo
below.) Look for it the next time you are in town. And
come to a meeting when you can.

Wishing you all the best on behalf of the officers and
trustees.

Betsy Day, President

Researchers in the Museum: This spring GHS members hosted
students from Jerry Piette’s 7th grade class who were
researching Glover topics for their History Day competition
projects. Some researched land records in the vault while others
poured over photos, diaries, articles and other documents
upstairs in the museum. Their topics covered everything from
family farms and ice fishing, to the Busy Bee restaurant and
everything in between. It was great fun for the GHS volunteers
and the students. We thank the town clerks who so willingly
accommodated us!

The Traveling Museum: Not everyone can get to our museum,
so we thought we’d bring the museum to the people! The display
boxes in museum catalogs were very expensive, so Jack
Sumberg volunteered to make them. Board members are taking
turns filling it with mini exhibits. The box made its debut at
Currier’s Market, and has moved to the Town Clerk’s office for
the summer months. Jeff Currier (left) and GHS board member
Ken Barber (right) helped find the right spot for this sugaring
display.

Around the museum
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Campers participated in fort building, nature studies, temporary shelters, period dress-up, brick making, weaving, cooking,
bug gathering and learning new camp songs. Thanks to all the campers, their families, our special group leaders and the
counselors and junior counselors. It was another fun and successful camp.

Pioneer Day Camp 2011
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Darlene Young, Charlie Barrows and Ken Barber reminisce
about the early days.

More memories are shared by Ken Barber, Avis Bailey and
Charlie Barrows.

We were delighted to see Avis Harper. Here she is being greeted
by Avis Barber Bailey.

The Heaths from Lyndonville, descendants of the Clark family,
shared  photo albums and genealogies.

Joan Alexander and
Connie Ashe make
adjustments to the
hand stitched wedding
dress.

Left to right: Joan, Harriet and Donald King, Betsy Day, Ken
Barber Avis Barber Bailey and Eleanor Bailey discuss the
collection

The Barber Collection



Glover History Summer 2011 5

Invented in Glover

No. 2,100,272: the electric reversible
tooth brush

Elizabeth “Betty” Redington, 88, of Barton, is the
keeper of many pieces of her family’s history, and she
treasures the stories and photos of her parents, grand-
parents, great-grandparents, aunts and uncles and cous-

ins. In fact, she is
the keeper of
many stories of
people that are
no relation to
her, and filled
with memories
of growing up in
Barton and sum-
mering on Sha-
dow Lake. She
was excited to
share this story
of her Uncle
Guy and his in-
vention with the
Glover Histori-
cal Society and
bring his inven-
tion to light.

Guy Ray-
mond Sawyer
and his wife,
G e r t r u d e
Derusha, began
their married life
together in

Lyndonville, where Guy worked for the railroad. Guy
began his career as a fireman, and loved the work. Dur-
ing the Depression when the railroad had to cut back,
he was bumped from his job by someone with more
seniority. Guy went on to several jobs—working at the
creamery and the Merkland factory in Barton, driving a
milk truck, papering and painting. He and Gertrude

moved around, renting different places.
In 1928, Guy and Gertrude moved to the Derusha

home farm on the Parish Schoolhouse Road in Glover,
where Gertrude and her sisters had grown up. The farm
had been vacant for several years, ever since Gertrude’s
parents, Charles and Ruth (Gray) Derusha, had given

up farming after Charles suffered a severe stroke. The
Derushas moved to Barton, first to live with their daughter
Jennie Chelsey and her family, and then to the home of
their third daughter, Isabelle Redington, and her family.
After Charles’ death, when Ruth knew she would not
be going back to run the farm again, she urged Guy and
Gertrude to take it over.

So Guy and Gertrude moved to the farm next to the
Parish Schoolhouse. “We came with nothing but our suit-
cases,” Betty remembers Guy saying. The farm on the
Parish Schoolhouse Road was in sad shape at the time,
but Guy and Gertrude were committed to fixing it up.
The house, barn and outbuildings were all connected in

Elizabeth Redington, with Butterscotch,
shares her memories of her uncle Guy
Sawyer at her home on Glover Street in
Barton in April 2011. She has lived all
her life in this house, and her dad’s old
blacksmith shop still stands below.
Elizabeth has spent all her summers at
the family cottage on Shadow Lake since
her dad got it in trade for a set of
harnesses in 1929, when Elizabeth was
about five years old. Photo by Joan
Alexander.

The Derusha family farm on the Parish Schoolhouse Road in
Glover, c. 1900. The farm is identified as owned by H.S. Bickford
on the 1859 Wallings map, and by W.M. Thayer on the 1878
Beers Atlas map. Today only the house remains, now owned
by the Jarmofskys. In 1928, Guy and Gertrude Derusha Sawyer
moved here from Barton and began farming. Photo courtesy
of Stuart Barter of Glover, younger brother of Wayne Barter
and cousin of Elizabeth Redington.
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typical New England style, with barns that were falling
in. Guy was no stranger to farm work. They milked about
half a dozen cows, and gradually improved the farm.
Guy singlehandedly tore the barns down and rebuilt a
new one. Betty was always amazed at how he had done
it on his own, and impressed with his understanding of
levers and fulcrums. “You’ve got to use your head in-
stead of your back,” she remembers Guy telling her.

During World War II, Guy went back to working
for the railroad, eventually retiring as an engineer. Betty
recalls she and her friend George Thompson having an
exciting ride up in the engine with Uncle Guy when she
was about 17 years old, watching firsthand as he and
Lambert Smith worked on the “switcher.” The sights
and sounds of the coal being shoveled into the fiery boiler,
and all the clanging, clanking and screeching of the cou-
pling, and switching tracks are still with her today.

All those years working with moving parts in the
railroad, the factory and on the farm were just the food
for Guy’s clever mind. He was always inventing some-
thing. Betty remembers that he had rigged up a piece of
cardboard mounted above the heating register to signal
when it was time to feed the furnace in the cellar, and
had fashioned a switch so he could turn the TV off from
the couch during commercials, before the days of a re-
mote control. “Some people called him lazy, but he was
just always trying to figure out an easier way to do things,”
Betty said. “He could put bits and pieces together, in kid
fashion. He never required much sleep,” Betty recalled;
he would often sleep just a few hours and then begin

puttering, then later, take another short nap, falling asleep
instantly. She remembers him always singing; “Big Rock
Candy Mountain” was a favorite. Guy was always talk-
ing about his plans to dam up Big Brook that went by
the farm and harness the electricity—but that idea was
one that remained only a dream.

But one of Guy’s inventions did make it all the way
to the U.S. Patent Office; it was what Betty remem-
bered as “the wooden electric toothbrush.” On No-
vember 23, 1937 it was registered with the Patent Of-
fice as the “Electric Reversible Tooth Brush,” Patent
No. 2,100,272. Betty recalls there was a wooden pro-
totype that was sent down to Washington to accom-
pany the patent application. She remembers that the
motor attached to the wall, and a flexible wand con-
nected the unit on the wall to the hand held toothbrush.
A copy of the patent application was treasured for many
years in the family, but now is lost. Thanks to the patent
office website on the internet, Betty now has a copy of
Guy’s description and drawing that were submitted to
the Patent Office.

The patent was filed September 3, 1935, and the
patent issued over two years later in November 1937.
It must have been a considerable cost to submit the
patent, hiring a lawyer to help submit the application,
and having the detailed mechanical drawings made to
show the intricate workings of the 46 numbered parts.
Guy’s neighbor and good friend, Burleigh Sherburne
(older brother of Daisy Sherburne Dopp), who farmed
on the Sheffield Heights Road, supplied the monetary
backing. Burleigh had the financial means that Guy and
Gertrude needed, and the plan was that they would split
any profits realized from the patent. Indeed, the patent
paperwork states that Sawyer is “assignor of one-half
to B. R. Sherburne, Glover, Vt.” What fun these two
must have had discussing the invention and imagining
how popular it would become, and how rich they might
be!

Did the patent turn the Sawyer-Sherburne
entrepreneur team into millionaires? Betty believes not a
penny was ever realized from the patent. “Uncle Guy
always said that some things from his patent had been
infringed upon, but that the patent was only good for 25
years, and so he never realized any profits from it.” Betty
remembers that there was talk that the toothbrush industry
was working hard to prevent any new developments
that would threaten the status quo, and that Uncle Guy

Guy Sawyer in the potato field on the farm in Glover, with his
nephew Wayne Barter and his dog Clown. “Guy later
dismantled that Model T and rebuilt it as a tractor,” Betty
recalled. Betty dates this picture to about 1936, during the
time he would have been awaiting the response from the patent
office. Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Redington.
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had tried to enlist the help of a salesman he knew, but to
no avail. Though no riches ever came from the patent,
the friendship between Guy and Burleigh and the Sawyer
and Sherburne families lived on.

Guy died in 1976 at age 82, at the Colonial Nursing
Home (now the Union House) in Glover Village of a sud-

den heart attack, after living with heart disease for over
ten years. Gertrude had died three years earlier at the
age of 85. They are buried in Westlook Cemetery in
Glover.
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Other Glover inventors

According to internet research, Guy Sawyer was
the last Gloverite to be issued a patent, but not the first!
There are a total of six Glover patents, the first issued in
1855. Glover inventors (all men) were tinkering with
improvements to window sashes, truss bindings, clothes
driers, butter churns, ruffle attachments for sewing ma-
chines, and butter churns (see chart).

The first patent given to a resident in North America
was issued by the General Court of Massachusetts in
1646 to Joseph Jenkes for his scythe manufacturing mill.
The U.S. Patent Office was established during
Washington’s presidency, with Jefferson acting as the
patent reviewer, and the whole cabinet deciding the merits

of granting a patent or not. In 1760, the first U.S. patent
ever issued was to Vermonter Samuel Hopkins of
Pittsford, for an improvement in the making of potash.
In that initial year of the patent issuing, only three inven-
tions were issued permits. By 1793, the numbers of in-
ventions submitted for review proved too much for the
busy cabinet members, and the duty was reassigned to
a State Department clerk, followed by the creation of
the Patent Office in 1802. Today a staff of about 2,000
review submitted patent applications, and over five mil-
lion patents have been issued. A Vermont Life article
(Spring 2011) noted that Vermont leads the nation with
more patents per capita than any other state.
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Email, anyone?

If you would rather receive this newsletter by email, please just let us know. (Not only will you be saving a
tree, but you’ll be saving us printing and postage costs.) You can email us at gloverhistory@yahoo.com and
let us know if you’d prefer an electronic newsletter. If you’re filling out a membership form (see page 12)
there is space for you to include your email address.

A little toothbrush history
The first toothbrush was patented in 1857 by H.N.

Wadsworth (patent no. 18,653), but it took another 30
years before they were in mass production. One might
guess that in 1935 Guy Sawyer would have been on the
cutting edge of electric toothbrush revolution, but by
that time, at least 16 electric toothbrush patents had al-
ready been issued, the first in 1920, including one that
doubled as a revolving toothbrush and nail polisher in
1928 (separate heads, presumably!) Just as with regu-

Sources:

Interviews with Elizabeth Redington, February 23, 2011, April 2011 and July 2011, at her home in Barton.

Book: Reflections on Shadow Lake by Marilyn R. Walcott, 1998.

Internet sites:
http://www.google.com/patents
http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/
http://www.ideafinder.com/history/inventions/uspatent.htm
http://www.inventhelp.com/US-patent-history
http://www.loc.gov/rr/scitech/mysteries/tooth.html

lar toothbrushes, there was a 30+ year lapse time be-
tween the patents for electric toothbrushes and the mass
marketing of them. Electric toothbrushes did not hit the
stores in a big way until the 1960s. Just since 1976, a
staggering 726 patents have been issued related to elec-
tric toothbrushes! As Betty says, “I guess Uncle Guy
was just ahead of his time.”

Speaking of time, who will be the seventh inventor
from Glover to be issued a patent? It’s been almost 80
years since Guy received his patent—we’re overdue!

—Joan Alexander
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The granite house mystery solved!
Thanks to these three

sleuths, who were kind
enough to send us info by
email, the granite house
picture you saw in our win-
ter newsletter has been
identified! And when three
people agree, they must be
correct. So stop looking
around Glover for the
house—the realty ad misidentified the town it was in.

Nancy Hill:  “I’m quite certain that “The Mystery of
the Granite House” can be solved with a trip around
Caspian Lake. I think it is what Greensboroites identify
as the “Old Stone House” on the Lake Road. It is a
very old house and its origins are unknown. There have
been rumors that it might have been built on the site of
the Bailey-Hazen Road blockhouse, but no one has been
able to identify the blockhouse site for certain.”

Vincent Nicolosi:
“Are you sure this is not the
house over in Greensboro,
on the south side of the
lake? I believe maybe it
was simply misidentified.
It’s on a secondary road
with a possible view of
Caspian Lake. It looks as
if the picture may have been

taken from the west side. As I remember, Ms. Oakes
worked not just into the ’60s but into the ’70s at least,
didn’t she? I believe that the ad may have simply had an
error in it?”

 Joyce Johnson Kirkpatrick: “As for the query
about the Granite House, it looks vaguely like the old
house in Greensboro that sits above the lake (Caspian)
on Lake Shore Rd. I believe it may have originally been
part of the fort there.”

GHS board member Connie Ashe lives year-round
on Shadow Lake, and is very involved in the Shadow
Lake Association. She is already quite famous for her
work putting DVD “photo stories” together; she has
done the “Through the Years” about Shadow Lake, one
about the Glover Community Church steeple repair, and,
of course, one for the Runaway Pond Bicentennial. She
is now gathering photos of Shadow Lake to work on a
sequel, and we urge you to send her any photos you
might have. Proceeds from the DVDs are used to buy
flowers and plants for the shoreline. Connie is looking
for mostly old photos of Shadow Lake, the camps and
campers with some newer ones mixed in. She can scan
them and return them to you or you can make copies
for her; just try to get them to Connie as soon as pos-
sible! You may mail them to Connie Ashe, 293 Stone
Shore Road, Glover, VT 05839 or email her at
cashe293@myfairpoint.net, or call her to make arrange-
ments, 802-525-6936.

Wanted: photos from
Shadow Lake

Glover History
A semiannual publication of the
Glover Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 208, Glover, VT 05839

Additional Board Members:
Connie Ashe, Eleanor Bailey, Ken Barber,

 Jean Borland, Judy Borrell,
Bob Clark,  John Urie, Randy Williams

Thanks to Lucy Smith for compiling our mailing list and
keeping it up to date, and printing our mailing labels.

President ...................... Betsy Day
Vice President ................ Darlene Young
Secretary ................... Joan Alexander
Treasurer .................... Jack Sumberg

gloverhistoricalsociety.org
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Andersonville, French & West Glover Cemeteries. Gravestone Inscriptions & Other Geneaological
Data. Researched & compiled by Dick Brown, with major additional research by Jean M. Borland & John E.
Parry. 2006. 8½”x11”, 85 pp. Spiral bound. $20.00 plus $5.00 for postage and handling, or available at the
Glover Town Clerk’s office without p&h charge.

Andersonville: The First 100 Years. Compiled and edited by Jeannine B. Young. 2004, 2nd ed. 2006. 8½”x11”,
220 pp. Spiral bound. Over 200 photos, charts and maps; diaries, genealogies, letters from Scotland, a history of
Andersonville School, histories of the lots and some of its people, and Andersonville Cemetery gravestone inscrip-
tions. $28.00 plus $5.00 p&h, or available at the Glover Town Clerk’s office without p&h charge.

Mother and Daughter: Two Diaries of Glover, Vermont Girls. Complete text from the diaries of Edith
Francena Aldrich (1894) and Edith Alexander (1922), compiled and annotated by Joan Alexander. Profusely
illustrated. 2004. 8½x11”. 176 pp. $12.00 plus $5.00 p&h, or available at the Glover Town Clerk’s office without
p&h charge.

Run, Chamberlain, Run. The story of Runaway Pond written for children and illustrated by Daniel Cummings,
Sr. 2004. 24 pp. $10.00 plus $2.00 p&h, or available at the Glover Town Clerk’s office without p&h charge.

Town of  Glover E-911 Map. Geographically accurate map with road names and house numbers. 2004. 18”x24”
size $10.00 plus $1.50 shipping and handling. 24” x 36” size $15.00 plus $2.50 p&h, or available at the Glover
Town Clerk’s office without p&h charge.

Westlook Cemetery. Gravestone Inscriptions & Other Geneaological Data. Researched & compiled by
Dick Brown, with major additional research by Jean M. Borland. Over 2,100 entries. 2002, 2nd ed. 2004. 8½”
x 11”, 230 pp. Spiral bound. $20.00 plus $5.00 for p&h, or available at the Glover Town Clerk’s office without
p&h charge.

Note that prices quoted for the following publications include postage & handling charges.

Glover, Vermont Federal Census for the Years 1800-1810-1820-1830-1840 with Index. Transcribed and
edited by Wayne H. Alexander. 2000. 8½”x11”, 46 pp. Spiral bound. $20.00 postpaid.

Glover, Vermont 1850 Federal Census with Index. Transcribed and edited by Wayne H. Alexander. 1999.
8½”x11”, 44 pp. Spiral bound. $20.00 postpaid.

Memories of Glover: Reminiscences of a Mid-Nineteenth Century Vermont Village. Letters from the Rev.
Benjamin Brunning published by the Orleans County Monitor in 1907. 2000. 5½”x8½”, 32 pp., illustrated.
$10.00 postpaid.

History of the Town of Glover, 1783–1983. Originally published by the Glover Bicentennial Committee in
1983; reprinted by Glover Historical Society in 1992. 8½”x11”, 140 pp., illustrated. $20.00 postpaid.

Runaway Pond: The Complete Story. Compilation of Resources by Wayne H. Alexander. Third Edition. 2010.
8½”x11”, 90 pp., illustrated. Spiral bound. The nearest thing to a complete collection of contemporary newspaper
accounts and other material relating to the 1810 event. $25.00 postpaid, or $20 if pickup in Glover.

The Union House of Glover, Vermont. By Marguerite Bean Fiske, with additional text and notes by others.
1999. 7”x 8½”, 40 pp., illustrated. A history, from the stagecoach days of the mid-19th century to the present, of
what is now the Union House Nursing Home. $6.00 postpaid.

Publications of Glover Historical Society
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_______ $10 annual dues per household

Glover Historical Society – Membership Form

_______  Dues in arrears

Name ___________________________________________________ Date ______________________

Address _____________________________________________Telephone ______________________

Please check the mailing label on this newsletter. The label indicates the expiration date of your paid
membership. If your dues have not been paid, please include the appropriate amount for arrears with
your renewal.

Total enclosed $  _____________

_______ Additional donation

If you would rather receive our newsletter by e-mail in pdf format than in print form, please

include your e-mail address here: ______________________________________________________

Glover Historical Society – Order Form

I would like to purchase the following books:

_____________________________________________________________________$ ____________
_____________________________________________________________________$ ____________
_____________________________________________________________________$ ____________
_____________________________________________________________________$ ____________

Total enclosed ________________________________________________________ $ _____  _______

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone __________________________________________________________________________________

Date ______________________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Glover Historical Society Inc. and mail to P.O. Box 208, Glover, VT 05839.


