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making a gift or bequest to the Glover Historical Society.
We thank you.

In Memoriam
Fred Kinsey
Brenda & Terry Colburn
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President’s Letter

’m writing this message on the last weekend of
March. As I look out my window toward the old
original 1798 settlement, all I see is white. It feels
like the snow will never go away! We are expecting a
possible ten more inches tomorrow. There are a lot of
spring birds at the feeder, a nuthatch, woodpeckers,
red and gold finches starting to show their spring
colors, and of course, the blue jays and red squirrels.
Everyone is hungry. It has been a very long and cold
winter and we are all eager for the snow to melt and
the spring greens to appear!
In the meantime, we have a new newsletter full of
fascinating Glover history to entertain you. Rachel
Sherman, granddaughter of May Borland, has been
researching the history of the village of West Glover
and is writing about her experiences as a child with
her grandmother in the little village. Jean Borland has
written about the Lyman and Borland families from
diaries of Mit Lyman, found in the attic of Gail and
Gary Lyman, which were recently transcribed and
donated to the historical society. These two stories
include lots of wonderful photos from our archives.
Town Meeting 2014 has come and gone. It was a
cold day outside but warm and friendly inside. The
Glover Town Hall was adorned with quilts, both on
the wall and hanging from the ceiling, on loan from
Glover families and friends. We started this tradition in
2008 in hopes of improving the acoustics in the
building and it has been a great success. Over the
years, we have displayed an incredible array of
heritage pieces from old Glover families and from the
archives of the historical society museum. This year
they included offerings from the Lyman–Borland
family, the parents and grandparents of Richard
Epinette, a collection of old quilts from Alverton Elliot
Jr., a graduation quilt made by Lillian Conley for her
granddaughter Lauren, several quilts from Kelley
Brooks and her mother-in-law, Marge, one loaned by
Jessica Sweeney passed down to her from her motherin-law, Donna, a handwoven coverlet of Kate Butler,
an intricate handwoven wall hanging fresh off the
loom by Lucy Hull, and several of my own
handwoven tapestries, to name a few. We keep a
scrapbook of the photos and history of all the quilts
that we have displayed over the years.
You will also find the Glover Historical Society’s
Annual Report to the town in this newsletter,
elaborating on our 2013 activities and
Glover History

accomplishments. By the way, this year’s annual
report was dedicated to our own Bob and Giselle
Clark for a lifetime of commitment and hard work to
the town.
Connie Ashe has written an update on the Slab
City project. She, Joan Alexander, and Jack Sumberg
have been working closely with Vermont Fish and
Wildlife Department on a monument at Shadow Lake,
commemorating Slab City. There will be a dedication
of that monument on July 4, at 4 p.m. at the fishing
access. We’d love to see you there!
Upcoming events and activities for 2014 include:
Vermont History Expo the weekend of June 21–22 at
the Tunbridge World’s Fairgrounds. This year’s
theme is Vermont Artisans and the Arts. We are
taking our Johnnie Prindle exhibit. You can read all
about him in our previous newsletter of Fall 2009.
We are hoping to expand the exhibit into a
vaudeville performance later in the summer as a
fundraiser for the society at the town hall.

GHS board members Eleanor Bailey and Randy Williams assemble
an old teacher’s desk, originally from West Glover School, in its
new home at the GHS museum. The desk is no stranger to
Eleanor—she remembers it from her own school days, from its next
life at the Lake Parker Store when the Chaputs used it to lock up the
cigarette stock. When Eleanor and Dean Bailey bought the store,
the desk became theirs, and later their daughter used it for displays
in her Newport women’s clothing store, The Landing. This may be
its last move!
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Right after Expo, Pioneer Camp begins, June
23–27. We are currently immersed in planning another
wonderful week of camp for the Glover children. In
addition to old pioneer skills and settlement history,
the kids will focus on music and drama, inspired by
Johnnie Prindle. We are hoping to produce some
cranky stories and a play, and also some original
music inspired by Glover history, and to perform at
the vaudeville show later in the summer. This spring
GHS will be working with the fourth-graders at the
Glover Community School to research Leona LeClair,
a nun from West Glover who was working as a
missionary in China when she was imprisoned in a
Japanese Prisoner of War camp.
We are always working to fulfill our mission
statement, “Remembering the Past, Providing for
the Future.”…“Grooming the next generation of
Glover historians.”
Oh, and don’t forget about Glover Day—the last
Saturday of July, the 26th! Always a wonderful
event! Read on and enjoy! Hope to see many of you
this summer!
– Betsy

Last October Sherril and Steve Driscoll of Hampton, NH, presented
the museum with these five wall hangings, cross-stitched in the early
1900s by Sherril’s great-grandmother Rosett Sherburne Hall when
she lived at the Union House back when it was an inn. Rosett and
her husband, Henry, operated the Union House, which was owned
by Rosette’s parents, John and Maria Sherburne. Three of the
samplers were designed specifically for each of Rosette’s children:
Johnnie, Mamie and Birdena.(GHS)

Harley Drew sugarhouse, near upper Drew farm, Glover, undated. Harley Drew on left. The Drews farmed at the end of the road that is today
called Drew Place. (GHS)
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The Display Box

If you have family items that we
could use to make up one of these
featured display boxes, or would like
to make a suggestion or idea,
please contact the GHS.
Phone: Betsy: 525-4051 or
Joan: 525-6212
We would appreciate old Glover photos and
stories you have that we could share in the
GHS newsletter. Please contact us if you
would like to meet with a member.

Don’t miss the latest exhibit in the GHS display box at the Town Clerk’s Office—all
about Hair! A peek inside reveals a hair curler, tiny braids in a friendship book, a
hair dye recipe, a tin hair net store display box, a Bible bookmark, and many
photographs of fancy hair styles, and other treats!

Genealogy Resources

Decoration Day at the Beach School, Glover. c. 1915. Left to right: Alice
Desmarais, Marianne Savaria, Grace Humphrey, Yvonne Savaria, Florence
Young, Ray Smith, Raymond Goddard, Percy Miles, Forrest Young, and Fred
Stevens. The house in the background is the home of Carmela Young today.
(GHS)

Glover History
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The Glover Historical Society Museum has
many interesting items and documents available for
viewing. It is also a ready resource for those
involved in tracing genealogies. The Museum offers
many sources of ancestral information ranging from
bound volumes of area families, annual lists, various
school attendance records, letters, newspaper
articles, photo albums and more. The Glover Town
Clerk’s office on the first floor has property records
that extend back to the 1700s.
If you are not able to come to the Museum to do
your research, a member of the Glover Historical
Society may be able to do some research for you. We
have not charged for this service, though donations
to the GHS for research are gratefully accepted, and
the GHS appreciates family researchers sharing their
genealogy and family history to add to our files.
Send email inquiries to gloverhistory@yahoo.com.
Or write to Glover Historical Society, P.O. Box 208,
Glover, VT 05839.
Spring 2014
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Mit Lyman’s Diaries 1908–1911

by Jean Borland

his winter, Gary and Gail
Lyman loaned me four
diaries, 1908–1911, written
by Mit Lyman, Gary’s grandfather.
After reading the diaries, I have
come to the conclusion that there
aren’t many young men today who
could have kept up with Mit. Here
was a young man in his early 20s,
working on the family farm off
Bean Hill where Lymans had lived
for years, and still live.
The diaries give us a clear
picture of farming over 100
years ago. They raised hay, corn,
millet and barley for their
animals, and for the family they
had maple sugar (maple honey,
he called it), beef, pigs, hens, all
kinds of garden produce,
strawberries, apples (and
probably rhubarb, currants,
gooseberries) and milk products.
Mit was a hard worker, cutting
house wood, wood to sell and
some to donate for the church. He
would go off to the Buckley place
and cut 30 or 40 logs and skid
them out. Mit, sometimes with his
dad, drew logs to West Glover,
Slab City, Barton and Orleans.
They cut their own logs, as well as
logs for brother-in-law Joe Dewing
on Bean Hill to use in building a
new house and barn, where Arnie
Brown lives today.
Mit got sawdust everywhere he
could—West Glover, Barton, Slab
City, Orleans or Brownington. One
early morning before breakfast he
was loaded with sawdust in
Barton. He drove out about ten feet
and the load tipped over.
He could roll roads, draw
lumber and logs, plow, harrow,
plant corn, cultivate it, mow, rake,
Spring 2014

The Lyman home, c. 1915. (GHS)

tumble hay, getting in 18 loads
some days, draw manure, work in
the sugar place, do all sorts of
things for Joe, without anything
but “a fine day ” comment in the
diary. Perhaps he was
commenting on the weather, but
one gets the feeling it summed up
his attitude, too.
He does not write about the
work his mother and sister were
busy doing, though they must
have been very busy keeping up

with the housework. Neither does
he record the wedding of his
sister May.
I was amazed at his
endurance—after a day’s work, he
was busy attending parties,
lectures, plays, band concerts and
going “over West” to call on a
young lady. His sweetheart was
Pearle Vance, whom he married in
1912; she lived with her parents,
Samuel T. and Belle Vance, on the
County Road, where John Urie and

Mit at work. Like many farm photos, it’s the animals that are identified. “Joe (white face) and
Francis — this was only the second time that Joe was ever hitched up.” (Courtesy of Lyman
family)
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the Ingalls family have lived since; now the home of
the Ashworths.
He could be very late in getting home from going
to visit Pearle, but he was still faithful in getting his
mother and sister May to church the next morning,
and sometimes Ruth Bean as well (Ruth worked as a
housekeeper in the Lyman home). During the hot
summer of 1908, he went swimming after church and
again in the evening. (He did this until into October!)
In winter the young people skated. He wrote that he
could skate across Parker Pond in less than three
minutes, could jump with his skates 16 feet, and that
he skated the length of Crystal Lake in seven
minutes. (You can question that; I’m just copying
what he wrote!)
Pearle was an active girl who could walk, swim,
skate, snowshoe or row a boat with him. Mit writes of
overnight camping trips to Island Pond with Pearle,
his sister May and her husband John Borland. They
would take a tent, camp overnight, and return the next
day with over 200 pounds of blueberries.
Mit, John and Clarence (Young, maybe) fished
Baker Pond catching 79 hornpout. When they went
back that night, they caught 288 more! When the
young men scouted around for butternuts they
came home with more than four bushel. Pearle
always could make the best cakes with maple and
butternut frosting!

Mit with his sisters, c. 1889: Ila, left, and May, right. (GHS)

Mit and Pearle attended the fair at Barton, went to
baseball games, lectures, plays, corn huskings, the
Runaway Pond Centennial celebration, saw Halley’s
Comet, heard a whippoorwill, and went to many
oyster, chicken pie and strawberry suppers in the hall
on the second floor of the West Glover schoolhouse. It
took him 27 minutes to drive to Barton—who needed
a car?
The Lyman family characteristics have been
building for a long time! Their genealogy has been
traced back to Wodin in 200 AD, King Alfred the
Great, Lamberts Umfravilles, and into the Henry
Lyman family in Hing Onger, Essex, England. Richard
and Sarah Lyman and their children Richard Jr., Sarah,
Phyllis, John and Robert, sailed from London on
August 26, 1633 under Master William Pierce of the
ship Lyon, reaching Boston on November 2, 1633 with
all 60 passengers aboard. No computers or iPods for
those children! From there, we follow the family line
in Glover: Timothy Lyman married Ruby Beach; in
1804, when they moved north from Connecticut, they
became the first Lymans to live in Glover. Timothy Jr.
was born in 1805 and married Maria Hazen. The

The Lyman family, c. 1892: Seated, Newell and Rachel; standing, left
to right, Ila, Mit, and May. ((GHS))

Glover History

7

Spring 2014

A few samples…

Jan 16, 1908: “A fair day by
spells. I went after a load of
logs. In the a.m. I started. Kit
fell down on the pole and broke
it so I had to go alone. Snowed
like guns when I was going up.”
June 2, 1908: “Fine. Went down
to the Hollow to a convention.
Roy Buchanan, Lawrence
Young and I was put in to look
after the teams and the like.
Father and Howard went down
to Joe’s and went to the prize
speaking and liked to froze to
death coming home.”

Jan. 17. 1909: “A stormy
day…Mother and I went to
church, Mr. Brink, the minister
of South Albany preached. He is
a corker.”
Dec. 1, 1909: “A nice day.
Worked on the shed. Shingled a
little. Went skating on Wright’s
pond in the evening. Played
hockey by moonlight.”

Mar 6, 1910: “A nice day,
warm, Sap ran like fire. Mother
and I and Ruth went to church.”
May 6, 1910: “Nice. Drawed
manure with the spreader. Went
to box supper in the evening.
Had good luck getting a box.”
June 6, 1910: Went up to Dry
Pond to the anniversary. Played
ball. West Glover 7, Glover 6.
Pearle came up for supper.
Carried her over to Albany in
the evening. Heard the whippoor-will when we were going.
The only one I ever heard.”

Spring 2014

Lymans lived in the Parker
settlement (Lot #142) where
Timothy built the first brick kiln
and Timothy Jr. bought the first
side hill plow in town. Timothy Jr.
and Maria had eight children; next
to last in the lineup was Newell
Tracy, born in 1850.
N.T. Lyman and Rachel Ann
(Urie) were the parents of two
daughters, Ila and Mary (who was
called May), and a son, Milton
Hovey, called Mit. (Mit refers to
his father as “Father” or “N.T.” in
the diaries.) Newell must have
been a sturdy, strong man and a
hard worker. He would go to
Barton twice in the afternoon for a
ton of feed each time. They asked
a lot of their horses and either
bought or traded quite often. They
would use both teams when rolling
roads, drawing logs and lumber,
and plowing or harrowing. They
kept a hired man or two when
needed, and were quick to come to
the aid of the son-in-law and
neighbors. Newell visited
neighbors and relatives, attended
funerals and roll call at church, but
he didn’t attend church according
to Mit’s diaries.
You will want to read Mit’s
account of jury duty in Newport,
attending commencement at UVM,
and being knocked off the snow
roller. You can imagine it as a very
entertaining TV show! One of his
funniest stories was in church
when a Mr. Cutler read his sermon
for over 1-1/2 hours and Mit wrote
it was great sport watching about a
dozen who fell asleep!
I wish that I had known this
man and heard his stories. What a
thoughtful neighbor he had been.
We can see Mit’s same traits in his
grandson, Gary Lyman, and enjoy
his quick wit and spontaneous
replies that have us chuckling or in
8

Pearle and Mit’s wedding portrait, 1912.
(GHS)

peals of laughter. Thank you, Gary
and Gail, for passing these diaries
on. They are a great treasure. —
Jean Borland

The 1912 and 1915 diaries

A few months after reading the
first four diaries, Gary and Gail
Lyman located two more. The
1912 diary is of a more personal
nature, kept by both Mit and
Pearle, a tradition they had done a
bit in Mit’s 1911 diary.

The winter of 1912 was a cold,
snowy one. The summer was cold
and rainy, too, with a dusting of
snow on June 7.
Gone were the skating parties,
swimming after church and
ballgames. Mit and Pearle spent
their free time walking and talking.
On one occasion they went to a
band concert in Barton when it
was so cold the musicians couldn’t
play their instruments.
Glover History

They recorded their wedding
on August 14, 1912, but without
mention of the minister or who
attended. Pearle’s youngest
brother, Clyde, did give them
some rice and was probably the
one who took them to Barton to
catch the train to Burlington
where they rented a cottage. They
spent their honeymoon in
Burlington and on the ferry.
By August 27, Clark and
Annie Borland, their friends and
neighbors from West Glover, had
joined them, and they started
home the next morning in the
Borland auto, having a blowout
before they reached Montpelier.
They toured the State House and
got a banner and a plate and
collected the same in Barre and
St. Johnsbury before they reached
home about 9 o’clock.

That summer they recorded
the Chase buildings burning on
Beach Hill and Pearle’s parents’
barn raising.
The last daily entry in the
1915 diary was made on April 10,
a week before Pearle and Mit’s
son Forrest was born. There is
only one more entry in the 1915
diary, in Pearle’s handwriting:
“The baby is 2 mo. old to-day and
weighs 13 lb. measures 22 in.” In
subsequent years, Pearle resumed
the tradition of chronicling her
days and kept it up well into the
1960s. In 1963, Mit died; he was
77. Pearle lived to be almost 90;
she died in 1974. ■

A farmer with an eye for nature’s beauty! Mit’s
diary entry for November 27, 1909. (GHS)

Gary and Gail Lyman have
very generously donated Mit and
Pearle’s diaries to the Glover
Historical Society; their diaries
continue to tell the story of their
lives. This past winter Jean
Borland transcribed the first four
diaries by hand (a true labor of
love, which she says she loved
doing!) and then her daughter
Roberta Borland in Montana typed
them up and provided the Lymans
and the GHS each with a copy of
the typed transcriptions. The GHS
thanks Gary and Gail, Jean and
Roberta for their gifts.
Do you have old postcards or photos of
your families Glover history and are
willing to share them with the
historical society?
We will scan your items and return
them safely in a timely manner.

An outing: Mit holding Forrest, Pearle, Doris Cameron and her future husband, Clyde Vance
(Pearle’s brother), c. 1915. (Courtesy of Lyman family)

Glover History
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Let us share your family history with
our community. Please include details,
dates and correct spelling of your
family names. Call Betsy (525-4051) or
Joan (525-6212) for details.
Spring 2014
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The Heart of West Glover—Part I

by Rachel Ann Cree Sherman

his is the story of the heart
of a village—the general
store—and of the village’s
inhabitants for whom life would
have been much more difficult
without the sustenance and
camaraderie it provided.
As residents know, amid the
small towns of New England, the
village general store has always
played a vital role in the daily
comings and goings of the local
inhabitants; none more so than
the general store in West Glover,
now known as Lake Parker
Country Store with its adjacent
Parker Pie Company.
During centuries past, it was
there that people could depend
upon the items that allowed for
and eased their daily lives—and
run a tab or even barter for their
goods. It was there that they
gathered to discuss and debate the
day’s news, prime being in the
natural course of events, politics
and the weather.
There was a time over 100
years after it opened when the
store in West Glover stood empty
after Bud and Barbara Buchanan
owned it, but a “village” was to
bring it back to life.
“There was a possibility at that
point that the building would turn
into just a residence,” Peggy Day
Gibson recalled, but Phil Young
purchased it and reopened the
store. Then Phil and Sam Young
encouraged Cavan Meese to
pursue his vision of a pizza pub in
the back of the store, she said, and
Ben Trevits joined as a partner in
the Parker Pie Company. The
building began needing growing
maintenance work, the popularity
Spring 2014

Bird’s-eye view snapshot of West Glover Village. Taken from Lone Tree Hill by Shirley Barber,
1930. (GHS)

of Parker Pie was requiring more
space, and Young put the building
up for sale. Peggy, her husband,
Dennis Gibson, Keone and Lynley
Maher, and Nate and Natalie
Gordon got together and The
Glover Group, LLC was created.
The Glover Group and Parker Pie
Company worked together to
design an expansion involving the
old carriage shed. Now the Lake
Parker Country Store is run by the
Parker Pie Company. The store
provides homemade delicacies and
household and camping items,
staples and organic food, the latter
of which closely resembles its
earliest inventory.
Not too very long ago a
milestone occurred in Parker Pie’s
history. The Parker Pie Company,
the restaurant/bar adjacent to Lake
Parker Country Store, received
widespread accolades for
producing some of the best pizza
in New England. It was an
achievement not likely to have
been imagined by the former
owners of the store, among them,
nearly 100 years apart, the Randall
10

and Dow families and Albert and
Lillian Webster.
This glimpse of the little
store’s history relates only a tiny
portion of the lives of those who
brought it into being and have kept
it and the town going strong
throughout the generations.
The Websters owned the store
during the mid-20th century
when I was a little girl and first
experienced it, somewhat awed,
with my grandmother, May
Lyman Borland. Entering the
store was akin to entering the
1800s. The screen door clapped
behind us as we walked across
its wooden floors, long darkened
by oil, toward the right and the
back of the room. There, on the
long, wide, well-worn wooden
counter, jars of sweets resided
beside the large, ornate metal
cash register, as they probably
had over the years. Against the
wall behind it, shelves and
cupboards were stacked with
sundry products from canned
goods and crackers to soap,
tobacco, fishing line, and
Glover History

perhaps scythes and milking
pails as in days long gone.
Dust particles held suspended
in the air in a shaft of sunlight
shining through the two windows
at the rear of the store. A
woodstove stood near the opposite
wall, ready to take the chill off on
mornings during the warmer
months and to keep winter’s cold
at bay. Mrs. Webster, with her
sweet smile, and Mr. Webster,
seated in his chair, waited on their
customers behind the long expanse
of wood.
The store probably hadn’t
changed significantly for at least
60 years. The Websters lived with
their daughters in the house that
abutted the store, where, against
this little girl’s fervent wishes,
piano practice was carried out on
her organ.
John and May Lyman Borland
lived in a little white cape with a
long front porch and a large white
barn (now the Borell home),
across from the large white
schoolhouse that stood across the
street at that time. A towering blue
spruce tree stood near the road in
front of May’s beautiful flower
gardens. Julia Magoon lived in the
house to the east of the school
then. It now belongs to the Major
family. Shirley Barber kept the
post office in operation at the
house west of the school (now the
Majors’ home), where she lived
with her husband, Bernard, and
their children.
On the long summer evenings,
May (Grammie), my sister, and I
took long walks down the Irasburg
Road to Fred and Thelma Miles’
house (now the home of Brian and
Ann Carroll) to get eggs,
sometimes going on to Nelson
Stevens’ house and back.
Glover History

Webster’s Store, West Glover Village. Snapshot taken by Shirley Barber, 1930. (GHS)

The schoolhouse grew from a
one- to two-story building over the
years, but now only a vacant lot
remains. There, schoolmates Floy
and Hester Webster, Shirley
Barber, Joyce Vesta Borland,
Forrest Lyman, Edith Francena
Aldrich1 and so many other
generations of Lyman, Urie,
Borland, Cook, Cutler, Vance and
Young families, among so many
others over the centuries, laughed,
played and learned their lessons.
The store’s screen door no doubt

had excessive usage after school, it
being just three doors away.
The land on which the store
stands, part of Lot #141, originally
stretched down to the river,
inclusive of at least ten acres. Lots
#141 and #142 were intertwined
and divided over the many years.
A less than comprehensive title
search revealed, it is believed, no
residential development on that
portion of Lot #141 of more than
one or two buildings until at least

Borland home, West Glover Village. Snapshot taken by Edith Smith, c. 1921. (GHS) This was
the E. Cook home on the 1878 map.
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the 1860s or ’70s. The early years
saw Zalman Sanford selling the lot
to Nathan Cutler. John Boardman
built saw and grist mills there on
the river early on when the village
was known as Boardman Hollow.
By 1823, Boardman had passed
the land to Asa Burton. A
“tan[ning?] house,” then occupied
by George B. Hazen, is first
mentioned in 1832. It was near
the river and could possibly have
housed the “clothier’s shop.” On
the portion of the property where
the dam was were also mills for
the fulling and dressing of cloth
and the carding of wool. It was
passed to the Hazens; John
Boardman; Asa Burton and Hiram
McClellan; Amos P. Bean and
Fordyce S. French; at times in
combination with portion(s) of
Lot #142.
In 1851, Henry Cutler sold a
portion of the property on which
the store was yet to stand, to
Timothy Lyman2, who was
enlarging his existing property to
the northwest across the County
Road (which some called
Andersonville Road in earlier
days). The lot on which the “tan
house” was located was sold by

West Glover School. Snapshot taken by June Cook Young, 1959. (GHS)

Orson Percival to E.O. Randall in
1854. The store site, “1/2 acre or
less” of Lot #141, was sold by
French to Randall in 1859. It is
described as “beginning at the
stake and stones set 6 feet North
and one rod West of a maple tree
standing south and near Henry
Cutlers house, 1/2 acre or less.” It
is this reference to Cutler’s house3
that more easily clarifies the
property boundary now, as shown
in the 1878 F. W. Beers map and
the 1859 Walling map. George B.
Hazen and his wife sold at least a
portion of the lot to James Dow of
Greensboro in 1867. The Dows
lived across the road from the
store to the left of Henry Cutler.

E.O. Randall Store, c. 1908. Can anyone identify these three? (GHS)
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In 1876, “Dow & Randall,”
who had joined forces, sold a
portion of the property to George
W. Baker. The Walling map of
1878 shows a building in that
vicinity, which could have been
the cooper’s shed, which once
stood on the County Road and has
been moved back from the road.
The map also shows “Dow &
Randall” at a site farther southwest
along that road.
Baker sold his portion of the
property to Jennie C. Wilkinson4,
his wife Ellen’s sister, in August
of 1880, who transferred it to
E.O. Randall on the same date.
According to 1870 census
records, Jennie Wilkinson was
living with the Bakers in 1870 at
the age of 13, so she would have
been 23 when she assumed the
property.

It has been many, many moons
since humankind first set foot upon
West Glover’s beautiful rolling
hills, centuries before the
settlements we know were first
established. Generations of the
founding families have remained
and returned to this truly inspiring
land. In this new millennium, how
proud those who worked, created
and studied so hard there would be
Glover History

Inside the West Glover Post Office. Shirley Barber, postmistress, presenting
Irving Davio with his 30-year service award as a mail carrier (GHS)

to know that West Glover’s spirit
still thrives, carried on by ever
more loyal, hard-working,
enthusiastic and creative people. ■

West Glover’s story, as in all
villages, towns and cities, is one
told house-by-house; the stories of
the people within. Not all of those
settlements’ stores have survived,
which is all the more tribute to
West Glover’s inhabitants.
The next issue will relate more
stories of the inhabitants of West
Glover and those who maintained
the Heart of the Village.
_____________

Footnotes:
1
See Mother and Daughter: Two Diaries
of Glover, Vermont Girls (2004) by Joan
Alexander. Edith Francena Aldrich writes
about her life and her friend, May Borland,
when they were both 13 years old. May was
born and grew up on the Lyman farm, now the
home of Gary and Gail Lyman.
2
Timothy Lyman, the patriarch of the
Lyman family in West Glover, and his wife,
Ruby Beach, were early settlers at the Old
Meeting House Lot or Parker Settlement,
where he operated a brick kiln.
3
Henry Cutler’s house, located kitty-corner
to the store at the head of the main street,
became the parsonage later on. The house there
is now owned by Ed and Sarah Stevens.
4
“Saint Jenny.” From “Little Memories in
Silhouettes and Other Lines Traced by Meself
to You,” a poem by Phebe Spalding (1872). “I
hope, I hope the angels are not fooled by any,
But recognize her class when they see Jennie.”
(Unpublished manuscript at GHS Museum.)

Glover History

West Glover Church. Snapshot by Shirley Barber, 1960.
(GHS)

Barber house, West Glover Village, with “West Glover Post Office” sign. Snapshot by Shirley
Barber, c. 1924. (GHS) This was the E. Farr home on the 1878 map.

West Glover map, from Atlas of Lamoille and Orleans Counties, Vermont, by F.W. Beers, 1878
Beers map.
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Lawrence Mill, Slab City, c. 1910. Photo courtesy of Chet and Kathy Carpenter, found in an old photo album of Elmer E. Doe, manager of
the E.L. Chandler Co. piano back factory in Orleans. The album shows the whole process of harvesting and sawing the lumber, drawing it to
Orleans, and each step of the manufacturing. The Lawrence Mill was located on what today is called Shadow Lake Road, near the home of
the Warings.

J

Save the date: July 4, Slab City Monument Dedication

wife Emma (Wright), Luke Drew, wife Charlotte
(Sherburne); Isaac Drew, wife Abigail Partridge;
Lyndol French, wife Sohia Betsey (Clark); Warren,
Amasa, and Hiram Clark; Walter and Orange Gray
and sons Porter and Lewis; Aaron and Sylvester
Critchett; John Ellsworth Holloway, wife Mary
(Willey); Ezra Howe, wife Elizabeth Cloe (Wheeler);
Silas Wheeler, wife Mary (Parker); James Tate; John
Leonard, wife, Angeline (Vancour); C.S. Leonard;
George W. McGaffey, wife Helen (French); Ruben
Charles Niles, wife Julia Lucy (Norton); Chester
Allen, wife Nettie (Rogers); Frank and Dale Walcott;
Eli Partridge; Edwin Bodwell; Stephen or Joseph
King; Clayton Elliott and wife Edna, Wm. Henry
Goddard and wife Devona.
We are hoping someone out there might have
more photos of Slab City School, also called
District No. 13, South Glover School, or just City
School. There were more than 50 different teachers,
most teaching just one term; we do have photos of
some, but are still hoping to locate: Lennie Beach,

oin us for the dedication of a beautiful granite
historical marker that will commemorate Slab
City. The marker will be mounted at the Shadow
Lake boat access, visible to all who happen by, with a
safe place for cars to park to view it. It will be
unveiled on Friday, July 4, 2014, at 4 p.m. All are
welcome!

Slab City: Still on the hunt! Can you help?

We have not given up hope that more photos of the
Slab City area will surface! All the land around the
outlet of Shadow Lake was considered Slab City, as
well as all the way down the outlet brook to Route 16.
If you know of anyone who might have photos or
memorabilia of the following Slab City residents, or
their homes or businesses, please contact me, Connie
Ashe, at cashe293@myfairpoint.net, or by calling
802-525-6936:
Willard Lawrence, wife Cornelia (Dwinell), son
Charles H. Lawrence (mill owner); Fred Fuller, wife
Clara (Lawrence), son Howard Fuller; Harley Drew,
Spring 2014
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Lizzie Blake, Josie Bodwell, Emma Burroughs,
Victoria Cameron, Myrtie Cass, Frances Christie,
Walter Clark, Laura Cook, Florence Drew, Clara
& Irene Dwinell, Lydia Hinkley, Elizabeth
Hoffman, Mabel King, Mabel Leslie, Carrie Lund,
Katie Marlow, Cora Marsh, Mamie McClary,
Nellie McGoff, Helen McFarlane, George
Merriam, Erwin Newton, Bessie O’Hara, Amy
Partridge, Mattie Phillips, Katie Sheenan, Lydia
& Rose G. Sherburne, Winifred Shores, Dora
Smith, Mary Turnbull, Ethel Urie, Blanche

Walcott, Lillia White, Nellie Whitney, and
Willard Wright.
We are in search of any early photos of the
C.H. Lawrence homestead, which still stands
today on the corner of Dry Pond Road and Shadow
Lake Road (now owned by the Neals). We would
greatly appreciate any leads! The house was built in
1894 by Charles H. Lawrence, and according to
newspaper accounts Lawrence erected a beautiful iron
fence and water fountain on this property. This home
was known as the showplace of South Glover. ■

Wanted: Old and new photos, of camps and campers from Shadow Lake /Stone Pond/Slab
City. Connie Ashe, GHS and Shadow Lake Association member, is gathering photos and
other info to document the history of Shadow Lake.
Please contact her at cashe293@myfairpont.net or 802.525.6936.

Charles Wright sugarhouse, West Glover, undated. Charles C. King in center of open door. Notice the child standing near the woman just
outside the door—standing still for the photographer was too hard, hence the blurred image. GHS

Glover History
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Glover Historical Society Annual Report for 2013

Each year the Glover Historical Society
is asked by the auditors to submit a report
of our work to include in the Glover
Town Report. For those of you who do
not see the Town Report, we include
our report here for a good summary of
the past year.

Twombly, Randy Williams, Herb Woodworth,
and the June Cook Young family. To give
you an idea of the variety of these gems,
here’s a sampling of items we have
accessioned this year: a teacher’s school
desk from the West Glover Village
School, a Grand Army Record book,
Johnnie Prindle’s top hat, an autograph
book from the 1880s, quilt patterns, Mit
The motto of the GHS is “Providing
Lyman’s diaries 1808-1811, and many
for the Future, Remembering the
photos and postcards.
Past”…here’s a look at what we have
At the museum, we have over 40 oral
done this past year towards that goal.
histories that were videotaped in the 1990s,
The GHS Museum
and we have long wished to do more; last
year we made good on that goal with an
This year we purchased more
The story of Glover’s famous
interview with Elizabeth Redington, and
archival storage materials for the
vaudevillian songster Johnnie
museum so more of our town’s treasures Prindle will be on display in the we hope to do many more in 2014.
GHS booth at the Vermont History
are carefully protected. We continue to
Expo at Tunbridge this summer, Genealogical research
plug away at entering all our museum
June 21–22.
We have files on more than 120
holdings into the museum software
families who have lived in Glover, now arranged in a
program so that we have an easily searchable database.
filing cabinet for easy access. This past year, we
Our volunteer hours are stretched thin, and we
received email and U.S. mail requests for family info
welcome help with this project so that we can live to
from all over the U.S.; most have ancestors who were
see it completed! Please let us know if you are
here in the town’s early years before 1850. Many came
interested—it is a great way to see Glover’s history up
in person to search out their past, and we are happy to
close and personal. If you would like to visit the
help them find traces of their ancestors; in 2013 we
museum’s three rooms located on the second floor of
met with researchers from Canada, California, Florida,
the municipal building, just let us know; we are open
Minnesota, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, and
by appointment. Check out the mini-museum display
Washington. One of Spencer Chamberlain’s
case that sits on the counter at the Town Clerk’s office;
descendants presided at the start of the annual “Run,
the current exhibit is all about hair. In the Glover
Room at the Old Stone House Museum, you can see
Chamberlain, Run” Race on Glover Day.
our new wall exhibit telling the story of Glover’s Civil
Community activities
War nurse, Amanda Colburn Farnham Felch; it will be
up through 2015.
Last year was the 5th annual Town Meeting Quilt
Gloverites past and present, along with people with
Show; thanks to Ethelyn Martin, Nancy Rodgers,
ancestral Glover roots, have donated items to the
Elka Schumann, Tara Young, Gail Lyman, Rachel
museum. We thank the following for the over 140
Cree Sherman and the May Borland and Pearl Lyman
items donated to the museum in 2013: Cedric
families, Cynthia Perron Swett, Sheila Atherton, Liz
Alexander, Stuart Alexander, Dennis Anderson, Patty
Nelson, Ginny Dunbar, Ami English, and Betsy Day
Anderson, Connie Ashe, Scott Babcock, Jr., Eleanor
in memory of Lorene Liberty, who loaned their
Bailey, Lois & Charlie Barrows, Lois Bennett, Jean
quilts, lending better acoustics and a lot of beauty to
Borland, Sherril Fiske Driscoll, Don Dugdale, Roger
the hall. Please contact us if you have one to add to
Emerson, Val & Larry Gaboriault, Adam Husselin,
this year’s display.
Marilyn Davio Johnson, Chris Kay, Carmen Brown
We publish two newsletters each year, and have
Knights, Amelia Lissor, Una Lou Richardson, Ruth
updated our website at gloverhistoricalsociety.org to
Rowell, Rachel Cree Sherman, Barbara Stack, Becky
include all our 40 issues dating back to 1992, as well
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as indexes we compiled for the Glover sections of the
Hemenway and Child’s Gazetteers, as well as an index
to The History of the town of Glover.
A busy Glover Day! We sponsored a Johnnie
Prindle Songfest and Lookalike Contest; for probably
the first time in over 100 years, Glover’s vaudevillian
star’s songs rang through town. (We will feature his
story at the GHS booth at this year’s Vermont History
Expo at Tunbridge, June 21–22.) GHS also honored
Bread and Puppet Theater’s 50 year anniversary with a
retrospective display at the Town Hall on Glover Day.
We try to make sure Runaway Pond Park is
blooming with flowers, clear of trash, and mowed, and
coordinate the street flags display, with help from the
Glover Fire Dept., and especially Jeff Currier.

through old newspapers, deeds, diaries, genealogies,
etc., we have gathered lots of information about this
old industrial village, which was situated at the outlet
of Stone Pond (Shadow Lake) and on down the brook
to Route 16, from the 1820s to 1930s. We have
discovered more than we ever dreamed we would;
now comes the task of putting all the pieces together!
We have not given up hope that more photos of the
area will surface. Our plan is to publish a Slab City
book in 2015. We hope to host some walking tours of
the area once we have more things figured out!
This summer a monument commemorating Slab
City will be erected at the Shadow Lake fishing
access; our thanks to Mark Gherardi of Shadow Lake,
and the Vermont Fish and Wildlife for making this
possible.

Connecting young people with Glover’s history

Pioneer Day Camp celebrated its 17th year this
June with a weeklong study of “Settlement Life,
1800–1840.” Forty-two children, grades 1 to 8,
experienced printmaking, weaving, clay pot making,
learning to “read” the forest, and shelter building, with
a special focus on archaeology, with supervised digs at
some of the old buildings at the Parker Settlement.
The camp was funded by a Community Foundation
“Small and Inspiring” grant for $2,500, along with the
$1,000 from the town of Glover. The GHS supports
PDC as the nonprofit sponsor. The camp counselors
and many volunteers deserve a huge thank-you, along
with VCF and the residents of Glover.
Each month we invite students at Glover school
to take a guess at figuring out a mystery item from
the museum, or a missing word in a Glover news
story from long ago; they do a great job! Also at
school, we have enjoyed sharing new information
about last year’s 4th grader’s research project (Belle
& Hiram Davis); now that they are 5th graders, all
are amazed by how much they remember. We plan to
pair up with Natalie Kinsey-Warnock and her
“Family Keepers” program, and Jodi Baker’s new
batch of 4th graders this year to research another
Glover girl with a tale to discover: Leona LeClair,
born 1911, who grew up on Dexter Mountain and
became a missionary nun, was captured and spent
time in a Japanese prison camp during WWII. If you
have info about her, please let us know!

New building exploration:

At the 2013 Town Meeting, under the last article
(“To do and transact any other nonbinding business
that may legally come before this meeting”), the idea
of exploring the possibility of historical society/public
library securing or building a handicapped accessible
space with more safe storage was raised. The GHS
board concluded that it is not something we can
pursue at this time. Our concerns are that although we
might be able to raise money to purchase/build a
building, being able to continue to raise the money to
maintain it is not something we feel able to do.

Work bees:

Our meetings are every third Wednesday, at 7
p.m., April–October, at the Glover Public Library. We
have museum/research work bees most Monday
afternoons, and we welcome all with an interest in
Glover history to join us.
Please contact GHS president, Betsy Day, at 5254051 if you have any questions or ideas; we would
love to hear from you. ■

WANTED

The GHS is always looking for stories, including old
diaries, journals, or letters, relating to Glover during an
earlier time. If you have a story to tell, please submit it to
joanalex_05839@yahoo.com. For those of you who don’t
use the internet, please mail them to Glover Historical
Society, Inc., PO Box 208, Glover, VT 05839

Our big research project: Slab City

Our Slab City research continues. After sleuthing

Glover History

17

Spring 2014

Glover Historical Society — Membership Form
Please check the mailing label on this newsletter. The label indicates the expiration date of your paid membership.
If your dues have not been paid, please include the appropriate amount for arrears with your renewal.

Name __________________________________________________

Date _______________________

Address ________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________

If you would rather receive our newsletter by e-mail in pdf format than in print form, please include your e-mail
address here:

______ $10 annual dues per household
______ Dues in arrears
______ Additional donation
Total enclosed $______

Do you have someone
who is hard to buy for?
Get them the gift of history…
A Glover Historical Society
Membership.

Glover Historical Society — Order Form
I would like to purchase the following books:
_________________________________________________________________________

$____________

_________________________________________________________________________

$____________

_________________________________________________________________________

$____________

_________________________________________________________________________

$____________

Total Enclosed $____________

Name __________________________________________________

Date _______________________

Address ________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________

_________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Glover Historical Society Inc. and mail to P.O. Box 208, Glover, VT 05839.

Publications of Glover Historical Society
Andersonville, French & West Glover Cemeteries. Gravestone Inscriptions & Other Genealogical Data.
Researched & compiled by Dick Brown, with major additional research by Jean M. Borland & John E. Parry. 2006.
8-1/2”x11”, 85 pp. Spiral bound. $20.00 plus $5.00 for postage and handling, or available at the Glover Town
Clerk’s office without p&h charge.

Andersonville: The First 100 Years. Compiled and edited by Jeannine B. Young. 2004, 2nd ed. 2006. 8-1/2”x11”,
220 pp. Spiral bound. Over 200 photos, charts and maps; diaries, genealogies, letters from Scotland, a history of
Andersonville School, histories of the lots and some of its people, and Andersonville Cemetery gravestone
inscriptions. $28.00 plus $5.00 p&h, or available at the Glover Town Clerk’s office without p&h charge.
Mother and Daughter: Two Diaries of Glover, Vermont Girls. Complete text from the diaries of Edith Francena
Aldrich (1894) and Edith Alexander (1922), compiled and annotated by Joan Alexander. Profusely illustrated. 2004.
8-1/2x11”. 176 pp. $12.00 plus $5.00 p&h, or available at the Glover Town Clerk’s office without p&h charge.
Run, Chamberlain, Run. The story of Runaway Pond written for children and illustrated by Daniel Cummings, Sr.
2004. 24 pp. $10.00 plus $2.00 p&h, or available at the Glover Town Clerk’s office without p&h charge.

Town of Glover E-911 Map. Geographically accurate map with road names and house numbers. 2004. 18”x24” size
$10.00 plus $1.50 shipping and handling. 24” x 36” size $15.00 plus $2.50 p&h, or available at the Glover Town
Clerk’s office without p&h charge.
Westlook Cemetery. Gravestone Inscriptions & Other Genealogical Data. Researched & compiled by Dick
Brown, with major additional research by Jean M. Borland. Over 2,100 entries. 2002, 2nd ed. 2004. 8-1/2” x 11”,
230 pp. Spiral bound. $20.00 plus $5.00 for p&h, or available at the Glover Town Clerk’s office without p&h charge.
Note that prices quoted for the following publications include postage & handling charges.

Glover, Vermont Federal Census for the Years 1800-1810-1820-1830-1840 with Index. Transcribed and edited by
Wayne H. Alexander. 2000. 8-1/2”x11”, 46 pp. Spiral bound. $20.00 postpaid.
Glover, Vermont 1850 Federal Census with Index. Transcribed and edited by Wayne H. Alexander. 1999.
8-1/2”x11”, 44 pp. Spiral bound. $20.00 postpaid.

Memories of Glover: Reminiscences of a Mid-Nineteenth Century Vermont Village. Letters from the Rev.
Benjamin Brunning published by the Orleans County Monitor in 1907. 2000. 5-1/2”x8?”, 32 pp., illustrated. $10.00
postpaid.

History of the Town of Glover, 1783-1983. Originally published by the Glover Bicentennial Committee in 1983;
reprinted by Glover Historical Society in 1992. 8-1/2”x11”, 140 pp., illustrated. $20.00 postpaid.

Runaway Pond: The Complete Story. Compilation of Resources by Wayne H. Alexander. Third Edition. 2010.
8-1/2”x11”, 90 pp., illustrated. Spiral bound. The nearest thing to a complete collection of contemporary newspaper
accounts and other material relating to the 1810 event. $25.00 postpaid, or $20 if pickup in Glover.

The Union House of Glover, Vermont. By Marguerite Bean Fiske, with additional text and notes by others. 1999.
7”x 8-1/2”, 40 pp., illustrated. A history, from the stagecoach days of the mid-19th century to the present, of what
is now the Union House Nursing Home. $6.00 postpaid.

“Sugaring off” party, c. 1910

